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Vision For Redeemer College 


by Justin D. Cooper, President 

At the beginning of this academic year | 
shared some of my thoughts about goals 
for the College. I welcome this opportu- 
nity to develop these further. At the 
outset, it should be emphasized that any 
vision for the future must be one which 
helps us better achieve our Mission 
Statement and is in keeping with the 
direction set by our Statement of Basis 
and Principles. We often focus on the 
degree we offer. But far more important 
is the quality of the education which 
takes place on this campus. 

I believe any vision for the future 
should be something which has wide 
communal support among the faculty, 
staff, students, alumni, Board and 
supporting constituency. To begin such a 


The Cast of Peer Gynt: A Story of flying deers, trolls, a beautiful princess and so much more. 


process of discussion and communica- 
tion, let me suggest the following state- 
ment which includes five key elements 
which I would hope to see included in 
our vision for the future: 

Our aim at Redeemer College should 
be to: provide a distinctively Christian 
liberal arts and sciences education; 
offered in a comprehensive undergradu- 
ate program, taught in the context of a 
Christian campus community; emphasiz- 
ing Christian leadership and service; and 
made available to a wider range of 
students 

To provide a distinctively Christian 
liberal arts education is essential to the 
mission of the College and should be 
understood in the context of the Re- 
formed Christian tradition on which it is 


A Brand New Position: 
Publications Committee 
Officer for 1996-1997 


The Publications Committee is Accepting Appli- 
cants for the Position of Publications Committee 


Officer for the upcoming school year. 


Writing and Financial computer skills are a 


must. Submit a resume of relevant experience to 
Diana Mostert or Shawn de Raaf before you leave 
for the summer. For more information on this new 
position please ask Diana Mostert or Shawn de 
Raaf. See page 3 for more details. 


based. Such an education should also 
give students an awareness of the com- 
prehensive claims of Christ's lordship in 
this culture, while also developing an 
awareness of other cultures and the 
global character of Christ’s Kingdom. To 
make this more real, more courses on 
other cultures, such as Islam, and more 
off-campus study opportunities would be 
an enriching feature of a Redeemer 
education. To maintain our academic 
excellence, such an education must also 
be undergirded by ongoing faculty 
research and scholarship 


We already offer a fairly comprehen- 


sive undergraduate program at the 
College. However, there are certainly 
areas which require a strong Christian 
witness and presence that are not ad- 


Peer Gynt, flying on « a buck, t 


Ss 


ing fi tales an 


dressed in our curriculum. These include 
communications, nursing, social work 
and environmental studies, just to 
mention a few. There have also been 
voices in support of beginning 
denominational seminary on our 


a non- 
Campus 
Whatever we pursue will have to be 
undertaken in the context of our empha- 
sis on the arts (fine arts, humanities and 
social sciences) and sciences. Moreover 
the development of any new programs 
should not impede the consolidation of 
the current programs which we offer 
Our studies must take place in the 
context of a Christian campus cx 
nity. Christ's lordship must be lived and 
not just taught. We need to continue to 
strive to be a campus community which 
a 
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Apathy and individualism seem to be 
prevelant in our Western society. There 
is an apathy towards working as a 
community which contributes to further 
emphasis on individualism. As I see it, 
this attitude has also infiltrated into the 
church community. And as mentioned in 
the afore said phrase, the church is a 
community of believers. Redeemer 
College is also a community of believers 
who have come together for the purpose 
of education--that is, to teach, to learn 
and to assist in gaining the means by 
which individuals can teach and learn. 
However, as much as it is important that 
individuals teach and learn--as part of a 
community--it is also important that the 
skills leamed be used to help the commu- 
nity grow and strengthen as a whole. 

The very first issue of the 1995/96 
CROWN had the theme of development 
and growth as well as the school theme, 
“Learning is for Serving.” I also added 
my personal theme by including the text, 
“So being many members in one body, 
and all members one of another.” (Ro- 
mans 12:5) This year’s themes were 
meant to instill in us, as an educational 
community, the ability to work together 
with our various talents and perspectives, 
encouraging us to work together for the 
good of one another. But as noble as 
these themes are, | wonder how they 
have been applied throughout this 
academic year? From my position as 
CROWN editor, | have felt apathy and 
individualism in this community, which 
saddens me 

However, | have also felt the serving 
hands and hearts as each issue of the 
CROWN fell into place. | want to take 
the time and place in this editorial to 
make public thanks to those who have 
helped to put the CROWN together 

Thank you to David Koudys for 
coming to my rescue that first week of 
school when I discovered that I had to 
find a new publisher. You have been 
very supportive and enthusiastic through- 
out the year as we worked through each 
issuc 

Thank you to Bryan Davey (apolo- 
gies for the many times | called you 
Dave) for your sense of humour and for 
helping Dave and I to loosen up when 
Also many thanks for 
the added touches that cleaned up each 
issue of the CROWN 

Thank you to Comelia de Dreu for 
reading every article that you could, 
often working long hours reading those 
articles that came in late 

Thank you to Hans VanDoodewaard 
for sorting the finance files and working 
with the figures (1 could not have done it 
with my poor math skills). | also appre- 
ciate your taking on the advertising 

Thank you to Pete Scholtens for 
fixing up the darkroom and for training 
next year s recruit, Joshua Vriesema 
Thank you to Pete and Josh for running 
around and taking pictures of every 
Thanks 


times got rough 


event, no matter the time of day 
Pete, for all the support as well 

And I could not stop without thank- 
ing the page editors: Mike Zwiep, Alma 


Hiemstra and Kristie van de Wetering for 
all their help in gathering articles to 
cover the events of the College. 

And of course a special thanks to all 
those who have written articles and 
contributed their time, energy and 
thoughts to make the CROWN a Re- 
deemer College Community Paper. It is 
team work; a community effort, that puts 
together publications such as the 
CROWN and makes it what it is. 

Lam grateful for the opportunity, the 
experiences and for the contacts which I 
have made this year by being the 
CROWN editor. But now, as the last 
issue has come I can also say, “It is 
done.” @ 


Home For 
Christmas 


Dear Redeemer, 
As we reflect on this year, we wish to 
express a belated thank you for the 
generous Christmas gift you as students 
of Redeemer College gave us and for the 
many prayers you expressed. Our plan 
was to spend Christmas with friends and 
relatives here in Ontario, since a second 
return trip to BC was hard on our budget. 
Can you imagine our surprise and delight 
when we learned of the plan you had of 
sending us home? It was not only a gift 
to the three of us, it extended to our 
family and friends at home who shared 
our excitement. 

The trip home was unforgettable. 
We were enlightened by the life history 
of many seat partners who too& advan- 
tage of a trapped ear. We experienced 
transfers at all hours of the night. A 
highlight was travelling through Banff 
with perfect weather conditions. The 
mountains were just as gorgeous as when 
we left them. The movies were good too. 
We appreciated their ability to entertain 
omery children 

At home we were welcomed with 
tears and hugs and a video camera in our 
faces. The cight days at home were filled 
with outings with friends and good times 
with our family. It went by so fast, but 
the time we did have we owe to you 
This gift will be something we will 
treasure always. Thank you, may God 
bless you all 
With love, 
Hanna, Beth and Melita Poelman 
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Psalm 46:7 


by Michael Zwiep 
The master allows God's hand to direct 
his paintbrush over the plain white 
partition. With each stroke, the scribe 
faithfully copies the Psalm onto the 
scroll of drywall, leaving behind the 
Lord's testament of grace to His 
people. 

Matt Cupido takes off his cap as 
we sit down for supper and the whole 
group bows for prayer. Seconds after 
our “amen” is uttered, expectant eyes 
turn to him. Everyone in our dorm 
feels a little superior to the rest of 
campus; after all, an international artist 
is eating here. We try to impress him 
with our humour but his wit is un- 
touchable. The white wispy hair that 
connotes wisdom and the low-pitched 
gravely voice that insinuates enlighten- 
ment equal a formidable appearance 
that makes him an instant celebrity. 
This is our backstage encounter with 
him. Everyone in the dorm is thor- 
oughly impressed. A bona fide hero of 
the faith is sharing our grub and talking 
our legalese. Slap some more ham- 
burger on his plate and pour hima 
glass of milk; he’s one of us. 

The paint has dried on Redeemer’s 
most cherished wall. The scaffolding 
that supported the master while he 
worked has come down. The people 
that came for the mural’s dedication 
have all gone home. An impending 
summer of silence is all that is left. 


Reflections with Cupido 


Matt Cupido takes off his cap as 
we sit down for supper and the whole 
group bows for prayer. A few minutes 
after Mr. Fallon has spoken “amen”, 
our expectant eyes turn toward Matt 
and his wife. Tomorrow they will be 
going home to Nova Scotia. Everyone 
in our dorm feels a little superior to the 
rest of campus; not only are we 
hanging out with Matt Cupido again, 
but we are at the Fallon’s house, eating 
a homecooked meal. No one is 
impressed with our buffoonery, Mike 
and Matt are on their own plain of 
humour 
Matt is still a celebrity but he has 
become much more real to us. We've 
gained a new appreciation for him and 
his art. As the ribs get passed around 
and the sun shines on our feast, | am 
reminded of another last supper. The 
author of our faith broke the bread and 
poured the wine; He became one of 
us. 

The calm of the staircase by the 
front office is a refuge from the 
rainstorm that pelts loudly on the 
corrugated roof outside. The Siloam 
flows quietly down the steps and 
makes glad the city of God. Lightning 
flashes; deep throated thunder rum- 
bles. But in the roar of the troubled 
waters the mural vibrates only a little 
more than a gentle whisper. “It is 
finished.” @ 


Home For Christmas Too 


Dear Editor, 

This past week my aunt handed me an 
article that they, my aunt and uncle, had 
hand written for a magazine called 
Crossroads. The gist of the article was 
“Thank you”. Lines like “Redeemer 
College is a great and caring college” and 
“may God bless all the wonderful efforts 
done at Redeemer, now and in the future” 
kind of had that tone. But why would 
they say this? you ask. Well, in Decem- 
ber of 1995 there were many students 
whose immediate family did not live in 
Ontario, At least five of the aforemen- 
tioned students could not afford to go 
home because they were experiencing the 
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true meaning of being a student--poverty. 
So some students, whose families did live 
in Ontario, went and took a “collection” 
so these students could go home for 
Christmas. I was one of these students. 

I spent six days on a bus, three out 
and three back, to go home for Christ- 
mas--paid for by others. | greatly 
appreciate this, I just forgot to say so 
until my aunt handed me their article. 

So, a belated thank you to all those who 
donated moncy so that I could go home 
for Christmas. 

Yours Truly, 

Dan Post 


You may contact the editor by calling 
304-3509. Letter to the editor may be 
mailed to the preceding address, mailed 
on campus via Redeemer’s intra- 
campus mail system (ICM), submitted 
under the door of the CROWN office, 
room 251, or e-mailed localy to crown. 
Advertising rates available upon 
request. 

Letters should be no longer than 
200 words, may be edited for brevity 
and clarity, and will be printed as space 
permits. No anonymous submissions 
will be published. Submissions for the 
next issue must be recieved by: Sep- 
tember, 1996, 

The CROWN is published by 
students, but is dedicated to the entire 
Redeemer College Community. 
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by Sid Ypma and Richard Zekveld 
Reflection. This is the word often used 
to describe someone who is older rather 
than younger, someone who is looking 
back rather than ahead. Older, of 
course, is relative. We (Sid and 
Richard) are older in the sense that 
we've been around this community for 
a little while and in a little while will be 
gone. Naturally, for us, the thing to do 
now is to look over our right shoulder. 
Both of us have spent a few years in 
Room 204 as VA?’ coordinators under 
the supervision of Shawn Stovell. We 
like to think that we've both made a 
contribution and have benefitted 
through this experience. 

Now, however, it is time to say 
good-bye. We could use an old cliche 
and say that a good-bye should be 
looked at as the start of something new. 
Sorry. We would rather mope. We are 
part of that crowd that is sad when they 
have to say good-bye. A part of us will 
be lost come September when neither 
of us will be recruiting new members 
for VA? 

Two and a half years ago Richard 
replaced Patty Masengi in January as 
coordinator. Those four months were a 
time of learning the ropes with Kevin 
Huinink and Betty VanGils-Kloet. In 
April ‘94, Sid came aboard to replace 
Kevin Huinink. In the summer we 
learned that Betty was leaving the 
Admissions staff and that Shawn 
Stovell was to take her place as Student 
Coordinator. Hmm. What would it be 
like to work with Shawn? We weren’t 
too worried, and, even after two years, 
we don’t regret it. Three boys, wet 
behind the ears, learning the ropes, and 
having a lot of fun in the process. 

Over the past two years we have 
had the opportunity to work with two 
incredible VA? crews who have 


Publication Committee Officer 


by Diana Mostert and Shawn de Raat 
The Student Publications Committee, 
with Student Senate, is in progress of 
creating a new position: Publications 
Committee Officer. This position is open 
for second or third year students (of the 
1995/96 academic year). This is a very 
important postion as it will help econo- 
mize energy, time and finances for the 
student publications. It will be a Manage- 
rial position which would look great on 
any resume for future endeavours you 


Committee. 
3. Establish and maintain the constitu- 


executed two New Horizons weekends 
and a host of En Route visiting days. 
Planning our first New Horizons 
weekend was a wild and crazy experi- 
ence, Many times questions like, 
“You mean, we have to contact that 
person?” and “That was supposed to 
be done three days ago?” were heard 
in Room 204, We learned by doing, 
and after the weekend and two days of 
recovery hibernation were completed, 
we sat back smugly and revelled in 
how well it all had gone. Really, VA’ 
deserved to do the gloating and 
revelling. We know they did. 

We watched as the En Route 
Visiting Program began to attract more 
and more visitors. Over the last two 
years, we have both enjoyed taking 
care of more and more of its details. 
We and all of VA? thoroughly enjoyed 
wearing Father Stovell’s clothing on 
his 27th birthday and bestowing upon 
him copious amounts of assorted peas 
for the next birthday. 

In March we had to choose two 
replacements from seven fine candi- 
dates in a gruelling interview process. 
Heather Smith and Brenda Dykstra 
were chosen. We are both quite 
content to leave the program in such 
capable hands. One bonus is that 
Brenda and Heather bring impressive 
organizational skills with them to the 
coordinator positions. Such skills 
were not our strongest assets. If we 
don’t admit it, someone else will for 
us. 

We have enjoyed our shared two- 
year flirtation with AdmiSsions work. 
Both of us can say with clear con- 
sciences that we have worked hard to 
promote a community in which we 
believe strongly. Redeemer College 
has given us much. This has been our 
opportunity to return a little. @ 


tions of the various student publica- 
tions which are represented on the 
Student Publications Committee, as 
well as the working guidelines of the 
Student Publications Committee. 

4. Formulate operating budgets for the 
Student Publications Committee and 
present them to Student Senate. 

. Uphold financial accountablility of 


wa 


the publications to the agreed budget. 


6. Advertise the position of Student 
Publications Officer as well as 


Darkroom and Photography Manager 


for the following year. 

7. At present, the annual renumeration 
for this position will be $800.00, 
which will be paid in eight monthly 
installments. 

Please submit resumes and cover letters 

to Diana Mostert or Shawn de Raaf 

before you leave for tht summer. For 
or Shawn de Raaf.@ 


REDEEMER FOR LIFE -- 


Special Author -- Carla Groen 

I have volunteered for Beginnings 
counselling and adoption agency for a 
few years now. Through befriending 
these young women, | have seen how 
they struggle with such feelings as low 
self-esteem and rejection, while at the 
same time having to make important 
decisions involving the future of their 
unborn child 

Beginnings offers support for single 
mothers through programs such as 
prenatal classes, support groups and 
one-to-one counselling. Being a part of 
these programs has not only made me 
aware of the emotional and physical 
pain these women must deal with during 
their unplanned pregnancy, it has also 
shown me how unaware so many young 
people are about the consequences of 
premarital/unprotected sex. Most of all, 
being involved with Beginnings has 
taught me how important Christian 
involvement is in the lives of these 
women and the child which God is 
forming within them. Such involvement 
can be done through prayer, volunteer- 
ing or financial support. 

Many of the women who come 
through the doors of adoption agencies 
such as Beginnings have been rejected 
by their parents, relatives, and friends 
for a variety of reasons. It is up to us, 
brothers and sisters in Christ, to not turn 
our backs on these confused and scared 
women (and their boyfriends in some 
cases), but instead to reach out to them 
with unconditional love. 

There are those who believe that to 
be involved with such a program means 
that one condones the actions which led 
to the pregnancy of these girls. This 


could not be further from the truth. Asa 


Christian, I believe that sex is a gift 
given by God only to be used within the 
bounds of marriage, teach abstinence, 
not safe sex. It is a fallen world and 
when our fellow man has fallen short-- 
and it can happen to the most devout 
among us--it is up to us as Christians to 
become servants to those in need. 

I am sure there are many, if not all 
of you, who believe that abortion is 
wrong not only by your own moral 
standards but also according to God's 
law. Perhaps you have formed prayer 
chains for the sake of the unborn and 
maybe you have even stood outside 
abortions clinics at the risk of being 
arrested. To those who believe that the 
lives of the unborn are someone else’s 
problem, you are wrong. It is crucial to 
the well-being of these young mothers 
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and the future of their children that they 
receive support from the Christian 
community. Whether through the giving 
of our time or money, we must reach out 
to them. For the women’s sake. For the 
child's sake. For Christ's sake.@ 


A Life Lost 


His sorry cyes 

her painful tears 
no one had known 
what had happened 


that year 

Proclaiming their 
rights 

they walked with 
the rest 


and now they sit 
wondering 
was what they did 


best-- 

It was done out of 
love 

or so they believed 

but persistence 
prevailed- 

her young mind 
deceived 

When now they 


remember 

their healing scars 
tear 

with the nightmar- 
ish thought 

of the guilt they 
now bear 

Was she in the 


right 

and maybe he 
wrong 

the nights now 
seem 

to last oh so long 

She sleeps alone 

feeling nothing but 
fear 

the scalpel and 
doctors 

his unwanted 
sneers. 

So now its too late 

the mistake has 
been made 

they ve bowed to 
his will-- 

the devil's been 
paid. 

Their grief and 
their sorrow 

emotions run wild 

they feel utmost 
pain 

for they killed their 
own child. 


Carla Groen 
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and put it up and 
beside the “A”! 
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A crew of wild and wacky, yet wonderful volunteers who have led campus tours, 
“schmoozed” visitors, hauled luggage, painted posters, visited high schools, wrote 
letters, ate chicken burgers and spicy fries, and gave me cans of peas of assorted 


sizes for my birthday. 


Thanks to each member of the VA? team for their energetic and dependabie 
involvement and leadership in New Horizons ‘96, En Route days, the letterwriting 
campaign, and the Foundation Scholarship Weekend. We could not have done it 


without youl 


On behalf of the Admissions Office, Shawn M. Stovell 


VA? NEEDS YOU!- Recruitment tor the 1996-97 VA? team has 
begun! Contact me beofre you head home for the summer or look for the VA2 
display at the Club Showcase in September! 
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Coffee Houses 'R’Us 


by Tim Lyon 

As the day draws to a close with an orange 
sunset, so also must a year close in a 
bright glow. Under a ball of brightness, a 
year end's complete. Unfortunately, close 
to the sun things get hot, and some 
members of the Redeemer College student 
body cannot take that sort of heat. When 
the final heat to prepare for Coffee House 
was on, Senate could not cope--it copped 
out to avoid association with the word 
“coffee.” Luckily, thanks to some 
stimulation from Hoek, Dorm 35 came to 
the rescue. No! let's get that straight, the 
student body collectively came together 
and made Coffee House happen. People 
scrambled to set up sound and practice 
songs; more haste meant more speed 
because caffeine injected the power to 
create a Coffee House that would top all 
others. 

There are three reasons why Coffee 
House was a success: Heart, soul, and 
ingenuity 

Once the show was up and running, 
Mendelt tried his best to steal the show by 
performing over six of the acts, including 
a duet with Tim Lyon and two rag-time 
participation songs. Within three hours 
Coffee House was revived, from a can- 
celled show, to a booming success. The 
Rainbow Butt Monkeys were in full swing 
downtown, much to the delight of two 
Coffee House performers who took after 


their opening songs. They played 
Wonderwall and Sweater Song, which the 
beautiful Serena enhanced with flowing 
violin notes. 

While two people left the show to go 
somewhere else, people came in from 
England to enjoy the show. They sat in 
the back row, tittering at Trent's jokes and 
marveling at Greg Ross’ speed on the 
drums. Greg's impromtu solos thrilled the 
crowd and his funky new rhythm outwit- 
ted other drumming fiends in the audi- 
ence. 

Dee dum, Dee dum, Dee doo, Dee 
dum, Dee dum, Da doo, Dum, Dum, 
Diddle diddle da da. . . some crazy circus 
freak crashed the show, unicycling like a 
maniac while the crowd smiled and 
simpered at his slippery antics. Mean- 
while, some crazier maniacs were at work 
in the back, carrying out their dasterdly 
plan: Senate was dumping the coffee! 
Despite feeble attempts to stop Coffee 
House from being a Coffee House (opera- 
tive word being coffee), Coffee House still 
powered on. Coffee House forever! Hoek 
inspired the students to continue the 
tradition which his brother began several 
years ago. I join Hoek in challenging 
Redeemer Students to keep Coffee House 
going (drink coffee), even if it takes an 
occasional evening of hard work to 
breathe life and light into a show, and 
ensure its success. 


Concert Experience Number 5: 
Black Umfolosi Live at Redeemer! 


by Mike-the-edge-Zwiep 
Boredom inspired a group of school boys 
in a school near Bulawayo, Zimbabwe to 
put on a show of traditional songs and 
dancing; success encouraged them to 
continue and international recognition has 
brought the group, now known as Black 
Umfolosi, all around the world. 

Named after a river in the Zwazula 
region of southern Africa, Black Umfolosi 
has repeatedly filled auditoriums 
on their North American Tour, 
flooding audiences with their 
acappella voices and native 
dances. Redeemer students 
followed the stream into our very 
own auditorium on Thursday, 
April 4th and were washed away 
as Black Umfolosi performed a 
compelling concert that burst 
through cultural boundaries and 
swamped any misconceptions that 
this would be a boring night 

Acappella voices raised in 
unison characterized the early 


stages of the concert, the first 

song, a prayer, was only a hint of 
By the later 
the audience was enthusiastically 


the litany that was to come 
stages, 
trying to imitate the high pitched whistles 
of the performers, leaving all signs of 


formality behind. Unforgettable was the 
deep reverting bass of thumping feet 
bouncing on the stage, the fierce vibrating 
warriors roaming through the audience 
shields 


ent South Afncan 


with flashing and spinning shak- 


ers. and the flores« 


miner lapping their gumboots and 
iff explosive rhythms 

Black Umfolosi performed a Zulu 
rain-dance, assuring everyone in the 
suditorium that they wouldn't get rained 


on, although the crowd experienced a 
trickling ¢ 


were taught how 


if a foreign langauge when they 
10 greet each other in the 
yf the 


could 


Ndebele tongue. The members « 


group were so talented that they 


even do an album fade out, live! 
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Another appreciated aspect of the 
concert was the good natured humour of 
the performers. Mothers were encouraged 


to get involved by throwing their babies in 


the air. Car keys and credit cards also 
were recommended. Perhaps the only 
dubious buffoonery coming from the 
group was their comment that Canada was 
like a deep freezer. 

In an interview after the concert, a 
physically drained member of the group 
shared some of Black Umfolosi’s 
experiences and desires. As their 
North American tour wraps up, 
with only a few more concerts in 
Louisiana and Los Angeles, the 
group is looking forward to 
heading home to Africa. Ina rare 
breach of journalistic principles, I 
forgot to write down his name. 

Anyways, he was standing there, 
covered in sweat, a glow in his 
eyes and ready to speak. | asked 
him where Black Umfolosi got the 
physical endurance to complete 
each concert. 

“The audience gives us the 
energy to go on.” he replied. He also 
noted that endurance builds with each 
practice and performance. Referring to 
the group's mention that boredom had 
played a part in forming Black Umfolosi, | 
asked him if they were other sources of 
inspiration 

He described how the students had 
nothing to do because there were no sports 
at the school he attended in Zimbabwe. A 
group of students decided to get together 
and sing and dance in the older African 
traditions. With the initial success of 
those carly get-togethers, the formation of 
Black Umfolosi became a revival of those 
dying African traditions 

The dream of living and surviving on 
music has been fulfilled by Black 
Umfolasi 
asked him what the group wanted to get 


Just as the pizza arrived, I 


across to the audience 
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An Agreement Attained and Anarchy Averted 


by Tim Zuidema, as dictated to Ci 
Activity Period: Friday, April 12. The 
front foyer of Redeemer was packed with 
expectant faculty, staff and students, 
waiting with baited breath. Two impor- 
tant issues were to be resolved for the 
Redeemer community. One was the 
long-awaited signing of the Recreation 
Facility Fee Agreement, and the other an 
issue even more pressing: the end to 
Senate's tyrannical 5-day ban on coffee. 
The former was carried out efficiently 
and was accompanied by much pomp, 
circumstance and fanfare. Tim Wolfert 
introduced the three dignitaries who were 
to bring about the final consummation of 
this document, which had plagued the 
files of Senate, administration and the 
alumni board ever since that fateful day 
when Senate President Emeritus Reilly 
was caught in traffic on his way to the 
original signing ceremony, two long 
years ago. 

Then our esteemed President Cooper 
rose to the microphone to outline the 
history of the fee. It was first instituted 
in 1983, and was interchangeably titled 
the Swimming Pool Fund and the Hockey 
Arena Fund with the thought that one of 
these two facilities would be built. In 
1988, Senate donated the accumulated 
funds to Redeemer College, in order to 
establish Leadership Scholarships. In 
1989, Senate committed the fee for the 
next five years to The LIFT Campaign, 
Redeemer’s fundraising drive that ended 
in 1994. In all a total of $187 000 was 
pledged to Redeemer and was used for 
Library upgrading. Before the signing of 
the current document, there was some 
| confusion as to the events in the next 
several years. Finally this year, through 
much toil and anguish and many tears, 
Senate and administration had come to a 
consensus on where the money had gone. 
This money is now recognized as being 
invested by Senate in the College’s 
mortgage bond. It will grow in accord- 
ance with the rate of this bond, and is 
specifically designated for the building of 
a Recreation Facility. Dr. Cooper pointed 
out that this fee has reached a substantial 
amount. He indicated that a decision 
would soon be reached as to the future of 
this fund as well as the nature of the 
facility to be built. Senate President 
Shawn de Raaf then spoke of Senate's 
hand in the document. Finally, these two 
esteemed fellows along with their 


“Art has no boundaries” he replied 
“The world can't unite through politics, 
science or money, but it can culturally 
unite,” 

At the end of the concert, Black 
Um/folosi invited the audience onto the 


a 


Now that coffee has returned to Redeemer, things are looking up 


colleague Joy Miedema sat down, and 
with the flourish of ink, the flash of a 
bulb, and the roar of much rejoicing, — 
forever committed the document to the 
annals of history. 

At the termination of this joyous 
event, a nervous silence pervaded the 
assembly. Senate President Shawn de 
Raaf rose to the podium to reiterate 


Senate's position on monkeys and coffee ; 


beans. There was scattered applause for 
President de Raaf, but it was overshad- 
owed by a spirit of discontent, and even 
hatred for the man who had 

them of the drug they badly needed. Just 
as he restated the reasons for Senate's 
ban, and pledged to continue to strive 
toward a coffee-free campus, Dr. Elaine 
emerged from the crowd and 

him. In the same decisive and 
manner with which she had combatted 
apartheid in South Africa, Dr. Botha 
spoke out against Senate and its resolu- 
tion. She first planted seeds of doubt in 
students’ minds as to the validity of 
arguments brought forth by Professors 
VanderHeiden and Wolters, and then 
pointed to the effects the ban had on the 
entire school community. She indicated 
men such as Bill Smouter, who for an 
entire week had been able to accomplish 
nothing for the College, as he sat shaking 
behind his computer, dreaming about 
coffee, and its euphoric effects. Dr. 
Botha also pointed to the spirit of 
malcontent which had sprung up between 
students, staff and faculty as a result of 
the ban. She said that all things consid- 
ered, a Seeerer 


ambiguous, Senais should have no 
recourse but to lift the ban on this blessed 
substance. As she spoke, Senate quickly 
met, and discussed how they, too had 
been swayed by her argument. They 
decided to take quick action. Senate’s 
treasurer, Arjan Vos made some well- 
placed phone calls, and before Dr. Botha 
was done speaking, Tim Horton's coffee 
and donuts appeared before the very eyes 
of the near-frenzied crowd. Like vultures 
to a monkey carcass, the assembly 
flocked toward the bounty. Through 
coffee and donuts, peace, love and 
harmony had returned to the College 
community, and in their hearts and 
minds, Senate returned once again to its 
exalted position.@ 


stage to learn some of the dance steps. 

The image of Black Umfolosi’s talent 
sticks out in my mind but the image | will 
never forget is a bunch of Dutch Reformed 
Calvinists trying to dance in the same step 
of a group of spi ung Africans. @ 
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enomous 
by Alma Cardenas 


Would you “take a sip” of a cup of wine 
that has been contaminated with a 
couple drops of a deadly venom? What 
do you think of first impressions? What 
do these two questions have in com- 
mon? A bit of Redeemer College. Now 
you're probably really wondering what 
I'm talking about, I'm writing about the 
few drops of what I consider to be 
“venom” in this school--namely, some 
people who are in leadership positions, 

I would first like to commend the 
majority of wonderful staff members 
who make life here wonderful for most 
students. I happen to be blessed 
working on campus for wonderful 
people. In fact, | look forward to my 
weekly job. However, there are other 
students who hate their job and this is 
more because of who they work for 
rather than for the work they do. There 
are also a few students who have had 
run-ins with rude and disrespectful staff, 
leaving a horrible first impression. 
There are a couple of staff members here 
who have a less than admirable reputa- 
tion but chances are they are not aware 
of this. | would like to warn them that 
words spread like fire and I have come 
across several people outside of this 
community who have a very poor 
opinion of Redeemer solely for the acts 
that a few staff members have done. For 
the sake of brevity, | won't talk of a 
rude and deceitful character with 
perhaps the worst reputation but I will 
tell of two other examples of unjust acts. 
The first example is of Jack and Jill and 
Jon (these are fictional names to protect 
the individuals involved. Jack is a staff 
member, Jon is his boss, and Jill is the 
student). Jill happened to have a 
meeting with Jack who, without being 
fully knowledgeable of Jill’s situation, 
lost his temper and ruined Jill's respect 
for him. Jack had yelled, flagged his 
pointed index finger about two inches 
from her face and proceeded to call her 
names! This is not fiction folks, it truly 
happened. Jill then left Jack's office 


and, after recuperating from the shock, 
she went to tell Jon about the incident. 
Jon assured Jill he would talk to Jack to 
get his side of the story and a few days 
later Jill received a letter, The letter 
was an apology to Jill on behalf of Jon 
and his department, Does this seem 
like justice was done? | don't think so. 
I was always taught that if [ hurt or 
offend somebody / am to go and ask for 
their forgiveness, not send a messenger 
to apologize on behalf of my family or 
dorm or department, From that moment 
on Jill lost all respect not only for Jack 
but also for Jon. 

My next example is a little more 
broad because I have witnessed several 
unjust acts toward students from 
another staff member among us. This 
staff member is known for being rude 
and always criticizing student workers 
rather than encouraging them or 
thanking them for a work well done. | 
realize that perhaps all of us could do a 
better job some days, but on the whole I 
think students do a decent job. Stu- 
dents are busy with school work, extra- 
curricular and often side jobs. It is 
important to encourage the people who 
work for you and commend their 
efforts. If you happen to think that 
compliments produce lazy workers I 
would strongly disagree. From per- 
sonal experience, | am more motivated 
to do a good job when there is credit 
given to my efforts. Being criticized 
produces an attitude of “if I can never 
please, why try?” The Bible talks of 
esteeming and encouraging one another. 
We are to build each other up, not tear 
down, The next time you have a chance 
to give a compliment, take the opportu- 
nity and do it. In my, opinion, these : 
three characters are like venom in a cup 
of wine. You are ruining not only your 
own reputation but are also harming the 
school. You've made some pretty bad 
impressions which people have heard of 
and consequently do not want to “take a 
sip” of this slightly contaminated 
institution.@ 


WHEN ALL HOPE IS LOST 


by Greg Ross 

What the hell are you doing with your 
life? What is the meaning of our short- 
lived existence on this broken, fallen, sin- 
stained earth? Where is this abundant 
life that Christ promised? And what 
about the love, joy and peace that we are 
suppose to experience as Christians? 
What do you do when the trials never 
seem to end? What do you do when you 
feel so battered, bruised and beaten that 
you don't feel that you can go on another 
day? What do you do when you have no 
more energy left to carry on and all you 
want to do is throw in the towel in 
despair and stay down for the count? 
Can any of you relate with what | am 
saying? If you are a normal person and 
have got it all together, then don’t waste 
your time reading this article. I’m 
writing this to anyone who is struggling 
with life, with confusion, pain and 
despair. C.S. Lewis once said, “we read 
to know we are not alone.” | guess this is 
the reason why I am writing this. 

Let me tell you, I wish I knew all the 
answers. People say that all the answers 
lie within the pages of the Bible. | 
believe they're right, but sometimes 
reading a book doesn't bring much 
consolation. Do you ever feel that God is 
angry or disappointed in you and doesn’t 


want to be bothered listening to you any 
more or helping you with your struggles? 
It's such a lonely, empty feeling. At the 
moment I can hardly believe that I’m 
saying this, but somehow, someway | 
believe that, apart from our hope in going 
to heaven, I believe that there is hope for 
us in this difficult world. God help us, 
we don’t have to live with such turmoil 
and with so many struggles dragging us 
down. Life has got to be more than 
merely trying to stay sane and exist from 
one day to the next! So what's the 
answer? From what I have experienced 
and what | put my hope in is that God has 
a special, unique plan for each and every 
one of us while we are on this earth. We 
may not know what it is yet, and may not 
know for a long time, but it’s happening 
rightnow. Yes, Right Now! Often, what 
we are doing at the present time doesn't 
seem to make much sense to us. We 
might start asking questions to ourselves 
like, “why the hell am I here?”; “why did 
I pick these useless courses anyway?” 
Most of us are like mice racing around in 
a huge maze. All we can see is the wall 
in front of us. We can't see where we're 
going, the purpose of our life or the 
benefit of our present circumstances. 
Only God can see the big picture. | like 
the analogy of a quilt: From underneath 


SPIRITUAL AND DEVOTIONAL LIFE 


Love - Do We Really Know What It Means? 


by Trevor Ross 

I have been a Christian for many years, 
and realize that I have to learn anew what 
love is. I have heard countless sermons 
about love, and taught people about love, 
but do /, do we really know what love is? 


Well, let's see what the Bible says 
“Religion that God our Father accepts as 
pure and faultless is this: to look after 


orphans and widows in their distress and 
to keep oneself from being polluted by 
the world.” (James 1:27) This encom- 
passes not only the orphans and widows, 
but the most lonely and hurting people in 
society, What does it mean to look after 
these people, or more broadly, to love in 
general? It means putting others’ 
interests before our own, through self 
sacrifice, but often it goes far deeper than 
this. It means io stick by a person until 
he works through a problem, or to enter 
into his pain and suffering with him so he 
does not have to bear it alone. “Carry 
each other’s burdens, and in this way you 
will fulfill the law of Christ.” (Gal 6:2) 
“Mourn with those who mourn.”(Rom 
12:15) 

It is easy to think we are religious by 
talking about theology, philosophy, and 
about God’s Word. After all, “we are 
upholding truth”, opposing 
secularization. This is important, bur the 
Bible says, “Let us not love with words 
or tongue but with actions and in truth.” 
(1 John 3:18) And again, “If I have the 
gift of prophecy and can fathom all 
mysteries and all knowledge . . . but have 
not love, | am nothing.” (1 Cor 13:2) 

In regards to love, the Bible also 
says, “If you love those who love you, 
what credit is that to you? Even “sin- 
ners” laye those who love them. And if 
you do good to those who do good to 
you, what credit is that to you? Even 
‘sinners’ do that.” (Luke 32-33) This 
stark verse caused me to examine my 
own life. How do I reach out to the very 
hurting people around me and those in 
society? There is no excuse because in 
this broken world, the hurting are all 
around us. There are some Christians 
who will not intimately associate with 
anyone else except their close group of 
Christian friends and family. | have 
nothing but utter contempt for this 
attitude. | wonder whether, if Christ 
were on earth today, would He simply 
hang out with His Christian groupies? 
People like this remind me of the Phari- 
sees, who were so religious yet they 
would not go near anyone else for fear of 
contamination. In fact, Jesus’ life ran 
contrary to this hypocrisy; He embraced 
sinners. 

What I find disturbing is that we can 
get in a habit of only associating with 


Habits 
are like a cable, we weave a strand 
everyday and soon it cannot be broken’, 
hence undermining the biblical principles 
of spreading the good news. We are also 
$0 busy doing this and that--or should | 
say the “Lord's Work”--that we can 
neglect those around us. Stephen Covey 
states this perfectly. “There are some 
people who get so busy in church 
worship and projects that they become 
insensitive to the pressing human needs 
that surround them, contradicting the 
very precepts they profess to believe 
deeply.” 

The heartbeat of the gospel is total 
self-sacrificial love--a love so great that 
we will sacrifice our own lives for our 
fellow man (Jonn 15:13), a love that no 
longer looks to self but is consumed by 
the interest and good of helping others 
Such love will even allow us to sacrifice 
our own Spiritual growth and well-being 
for others. (Rom 9:1-3) It is not the 
watered-down love that is so rampant 
today in the Christian church. This type 
of love is what radically sets us apart 
from the rest of humanity. Yes, what 
credit is it to us if we love those who love 
us? Let us not be deceived. 

But realizing what love is and 
practising it are two separate things. It is 
easy to think we are doing okay in our 
Christian lives because we are following 
God’s plan for our lives--our calling--and 
have faith in Him and His purposes for 
our lives. But a true measure of our lives 
is not our faith in God and His purposes 
for our lives, but how we love one 
another sacrificially--everything else 
pales in comparison. | Cor 13:2 says, “if 
I have faith that can move mountains, but 
have not love, | am nothing.” 

This type of love is sacrificial and is 
often painful. Paul displayed the bitter 
struggle he faced when he tried to do 
what is right. “I do not understand what | 
do. For what I want to do, I do not do, 
but what I hate I do.” (Rom 7:15) 
Loving sacrificially should never make 
us comfortable--it goes against our basic 
human nature. Like growing pains, we 
need to stretch ourselves more. This 
struggle to love sacrificially will only end 
in death. If our lives are too comfortable 
or if we are preoccupied with self and our 
problems, this is a signal that we need to 
re-examine what it means to love. Love 
is never neutral, it is either growing or 
retreating. My prayer for myself and all 
of us is that we may see our fellow man 
through the eyes of Christ, because if we 
don't love in the true sense of the word, 
we are not worthy to be called 
Christians.@ 


Christians. Horace Mann states. 
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(our point of view on this earth) the quilt 
looks all strewn and ragged. But when 
you look down on it from God's point of 
view the quilt is a beautiful work of art. 
We just have to believe that God is the 
one who is creating a special quilt with 
each of our lives and be patient and 
faithful to Him while he makes it. 
Another way of looking at life is that 
God is the potter and we are the clay. He 
is shaping and moulding us. While we 
are being moulded what God is doing 
may not make sense at the time, but it 
will when it is complete. It is important 
to keep reminding ourselves that no 
matter what happens we are children of 
God and have victory in Christ. Also, it 
is through trials and testing that we 


become more effective Christians. 

My brothers and sisters in Christ, I'd 
like to end by encouraging you to give up 
all your pain and your struggles to the 
one who created you and loves you more 
than you will ever know. As you surren- 
der your life over to God and allow Him 
to work His spirit through you to heal 
you and to use you as an instrument, you 
can be sure that He will watch over you 
and guide your every step (Psalm 32:8). 

I don’t believe that there are coincidences 
in the Christian life. When you give your 
life to God the people you meet, the 
places you go, the opportunities that arise 
will be guided and inspired by the Holy 
Spirit and you will have a deep sense of 
purpose in this life. There is hope!@ 
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demonstrates a positive expression of Christian love and 
unity; recognizes and 

respects denominational, ethnic and racial diversity, 
develops the whole person and provides a rounded 
educational experience; and provides a strong spiritual 
foundation for students and encourages their spiritual 
development. We could do more to celebrate and respect 
diversity on our campus so that students from all 
backgrounds are made to feel accepted. Such things as a 
prayer chapel to encourage prayer and two chapels per 
week would help to strengthen the spiritual foundation 
of our academic work. 

Emphasizing Christian leadership and service is 
something we are already doing. There are many roles 
on campus which help to develop leadership gifts in 
students. There are also opportunities for volunteer 
service. However, it will be increasingly important to 
develop opportunities for service learning in as many 
majors as possible, providing off-campus study place- 
ments in various settings, in addition to those in other 
countries and other cultures. This will not only have 
educational benefits but will also assist graduates in 
gaining access to relevant employment opportunities. 

To make such education available to a wider 
range of students is forward looking and makes good 
sense both from a service and a financial point of view 
This could include a number of things, such as offering 
distance education courses, teaching courses at other 
times such as weekends or summers, providing exten- 
sion education courses (in other locations), and offering 
continuing education opportunities and conferences. Our 
distinctively Christian liberal arts and sciences education 
is a wonderful treasure which must be more widely 
shared! 

I believe the College has the potential to grow into a 
small undergraduate university of over 1000 students, 
with expanded facilities and programs and a vigorous 
continuing education program. But whatever our size, it 
is my prayer that the Lord will grant us the grace and 
diligence to offer an educational program which pos- 
sesses these important elements and, above all, which is 
Scripturally-directed and therefore gives a clear witness 
to Christ's lordship. Only such education and scholar- 
ship is truly worthy of the name “Christian.” 


Direction of 


College 


Redeemer’s 


by Bradley J. Cuzen 
The Ideal: 
April 11, 2007: Closing Convocation 

Redeemer University College celebrates its twenty- 
fifth year! At today’s closing convocation, Dr. Benita 
Wolters addressed the Redeemer University community, 
sharing some of her thoughts on the growing recognition 
of Redeemer University College’s music program. 
Herself a graduate of the program, she expressed her joy 
at the recent addition of Dr. David P. Banga to Redeem- 
er’s faculty, increasing the University’s music depart- 


Growth for 


Redeemer College 


by David Van Minnen 

First, | owe you my thanks for electing me President of 
Student Senate. | pray that next year, by God's grace, 
you will not be disappointed. Thanks also go to George 
Holthof for a good race. He certainly would not have 
disappointed us as president. | think we share the main 
goals and hopes for Redeemer, one of which is growth 
We all want 
| wonder, however, if we all realize 


Redeemer College should be growing 
to sec this happen 
how this is to be accomplished and to whom the job 
belongs | would like to share with you my theory and 


my goals as President of Student Senate 


Consider the common houseplant (that s domestic 
tanical aesthetic unit and atmosphere replenisher il 
1 are into political correctness). Notice how the 

turn t ird the light. This is how a plant grows 


ffectively--reaching for the sun. The plant yearns 


ind growth just comes naturally, almost as 


in afterthought, as it were (if the plant were conscious) 
th iv. we. as the Redeemer College commu- 
' if toward our ultimate goal, will grow 
this goal? It is the whole purpose of our 
ud glorify God. 1am not lobbing 
thi it a6 a trite platitude, and | don t mean to say we 
hould b me a monastery full of theologians and 
yStics, panting for some spiritual orgasm. Instead 


1 corporeal goal with many practi al manifesta- 


4 We 1] let > 
performing, 


of these manifestation 


(Busking 


What are som 


take busking for one example 


usually musically, in a public place to collect donations 
in your hat, guitar case, etc.) There are more malls 
willing to have us than we have buskers willing to go 
out. While busking, Redeemer students are seen by the 
public as doing good for others (in this case for Wesley 
Urban Ministries), and even advertising for Redeemer in 
the process. Is God glorified in this? Will this help 
Redeemer growth? | think so 

Another example is our attitude in general. When 
we speak to our families and churches about Redeemer, 
do we tell them the good news or the bad news? We 
who are students are in a sense “customers” of Re- 
deemer College. How does the old customer service 
slogan go? If you're satisfied, tell others; if you re'not 
satisfied, tellus. When we are positive about this 
school. it is likely to rub off on those with whom we 
come in contact—yes, also on supporters of this school 
The sad part is, the opposite is also true 

A common goal is a unifying force. It is helpful, | 
think, for us to keep in mind that this school does not 
exist for the staff. nor for the faculty; nor does Re- 
deemer College exist for the students—but for the glory 
of our God in all areas of life, in all fields of study, and 
in the communities of Ancaster, Hamilton and environs 
Only with single-minded focus on our mission will we 
find ourselves growing—growing into Christ's image, 
growing together, and growing in number and effective- 
ness as Redeemer College 


This is a bit hyperbolic. | am not trying to ridicule religious 
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Ideal Future 


ment to ten full-time instructors. 

Redeemer University College has experienced 
phenomenal growth since the turn of the century. The 
student population has just reached 3,000 full-time and 
127 part-time. In 2002, the new athletic complex was 
completed, fully-equipped with an Olympic-sized pool, 
ice rink, weight room, and whi The Daniel 
Savage Memorial eitearynag illataanee, ed in yr 
supported by a gracious donation from Calvin College 
president Dr. Shawn deRaaf. This year has been 
particularly splendid for the music department, with the 
opening of a new 200-seat recital hall. 

Just ten years ago the future of the University was 
in jeopardy, when a national recession augmented 
Redeemer’s already staggering financial debt. Calamity 
was diverted, however, thanks to the competent and 
insightful actions of administrators. Despite heavy 
budget cuts in 1996, newly-hired Vice-President Admin- 
istration and Finance Bill VanStaalduinen managed to 
balance the 1997 budget. In cooperation with President 
Justin Cooper and Vice-President Academic Elaine 
Botha, a complete restructuring of the Administrative 
hierarchy was undertaken. 

Subsequently, the Administration endeavoured to 
improve relations with the alumni. They opened lines of 
communication in order to reconcile with disgruntled 
alumni, and to acknowledge the criticisms of and 
respond to the suggestions of the graduates. Ombuds- 
man Dr. Christopher Cuthill opened the 1999-2000 
school year with the presentation of a streamlined staff 
and faculty policy handbook. “It’s only 10 pages long!” 
he remarked 

The degree to which these efforts were successful is 
exemplified in the growing number of alumni now on 
the Redeemer faculty. Theatre arts professor Vaughn 
Gowling sums it up with this statement: “Ten years ago 
| was afraid | would end up with a degree from an 
institution that no longer existed. Now my colleagues 
are those with whom I studied at that institution, But we 
still need more Scots on the Board!” 

The Redeemer University Bachelor of Christian 
Studies has received worldwide acclamation, recognized 
for its uniqueness and its exceptional quality. In the 
light of serious cutbacks in most public universities 
(such as the closure of McMaster’s engineering pro- 
gram), Redeemer’s status has skyrocketed in the past 
five years. Redeemer pride is at an all-time high, and 
Redeemer University College is no longer the obscure 
institution. No longer do people respond to the state- 
ment: “I go to Redeemer College” with the question: 
“Where?"@ 
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by Shawn de Raat 

Student Senate President 

Now that my last paper has been handed in and my last 
class attended, | realize that the end of my undergradu- 
ate career at Redeemer is no longer in the distant future 
but is very close at hand. It is with the excitement of 
graduating and the regret of leaving that | write this 
article about the future of Redeemer College. 

At this point in its history, Redeemer is passing 
through its adolescent years. It has changed physically 
since its early beginnings at Beach Boulevard, but it still 
needs to undergo much growth before it becomes an 
“adult” institution. The present buildings are reaching 
their capacity and a new building project is on the 
horizon. Having recently signed the agreement govern- 
ing the Student/Recreational Facility project, | am glad 
that money is already being put aside for this growth 
Those planning the capital expansion will need a vision 
for the future to ensure that any new facilities that are 
built will be practical and able to endure for a long time 
An important lesson can be learned from the poor 
construction quality of many of the College's present 
structures. These mistakes should be avoided in the 
future. 

Academically, the College is going through many 
changes. It is very exciting to see the development of 
innovative programs like the Business Co-op placement 
and the articulation agreement with the University of 
Guelph covering cooperation in our science programs. 
Small class sizes and plenty of studenU/professor interac- 
tion help maintain the College’s high level of education 
However, as budget restrictions limit the hiring of 
additional faculty, Redeemer will have to try to safe- 
guard its competitive student/professor ratio. As the 
College increases its financial base by attracting more 
students, the faculty/student ratio--a key asset to the 
College's educational quality--worsens if the College 
does not hire additional faculty. As the College's 
student numbers increase, the administration must 
preserve the close interaction that students have with 


faculty--or risk pacpiicing Regepmer's quality of 


education. 
With an increasing student enrolment, the 
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demographics of Redeemer's student body will continue 
to change. | look forward to the day when this College 
will no longer have a majority of students from the 
Reformed denominations, but have students from many 
Christian traditions united by the common vision of a 
Christ-centred world-view. Dialogue is so important to 
understanding that we are all brothers and sisters in the 
same faith, working towards the Kingdom of God 

This year I had to deal with a number of concerns 
that students raised about problems with staff and 
faculty. Many students were not satisfied with the 
administration's promises to take their concerns into 
consideration for the future. To some extent, | agree 
with the students’ apprehension. The College has no 
concrete process--other than Student Senate--by which it 
remains accountable to the concerns that are raised. As 
Senate, by its very nature, is not constant from year to 
year, many of these concerns can be forgotten fairly 
quickly and swept under the rug 

From a student perspective, | see a number of 
avenues that will ensure that the College remains 
responsive to student needs. | remain committed to the 
vision of seeing student representatives participating in 
the decision-making process at various levels of the 
College's administration, including the Board of Gover- 


nors. Too often students remain in the dark when it 
comes to decision-making at this College. Having 
students as part of the process will alleviate some of the 


frustration and lack of trust that many 
alumni have had in the past 

One of the most important means of ensuring that 
past promises are kept is for students to continue their 
involvement after they leave this place. | would love to 
see the future Board of Governors primarily made up of 
alumni. Alumni understand what it means to be a 
student at the College. They know how administrative 
decisions affect students. They also have a vested 
interest in the future of their a/ma mater. Students must 
realize that their relationship with Redeemer College 
does not end when they receive their diploma. It is their 
responsibility to make sure that the institution that 
opened up so many possibilities for them continues to 
do so for students in the future. @ 


students and 


Exercise the Love, Expose the Bond 


by TimLyon 

There has been a drug scare on campus, that is to say; 
students have been afraid for the past few weeks that 
their drug, caffeine, will be taken from them. A militia 
of creeps attempted to cause madness (which might have 
rivaled BSE) at Redeemer College by threatening to rid 
the campus of coffee. Luckily, because their Monkey- 
threat story was weak, and strategy entirely lacking from 
their plan, they failed (capital F). However, a discussion 
of the coffee-ban scare, now a much overused topic, is 
not the focus of this article. 

The future life of our school is a terribly important 
issue which, until recently, has been rather neglected. 
Although Redeemer College may seem, as many other 
institutions do, like a rigid system, which is firm be- 
cause of its strong foundation; Redeemer requires more 
pcs awh as a growing institution than one might 

cemer has a good foyndation in Christ, 
ontinu . fo. build upon, and because of the 
t fou there is a mandate for Re- 
denaterte ana strive to improve as a place of 
a However, the mandate must be 
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foyer. Current issues 
often featured a panel of administra- 


students seem to have, to hear what they want: instead 
of what another party has to say to them, These student's 
bloody-minded method of ignoring administration's 
claims to be listening to students, and their blundering 
into discourse concerning issues of school government, 
which they do not and ought not to have a say in, are 
quite unwarranted. 

Displaying a deconstructive, pig-headed, attitude is 
no way to convince anyone that one’s opinion is valid. 
Holding bold views on controversial issues is 
permissable, but wielding those views as one would 
wield a weapon is not acceptable. Now this article has 
reached the climax of its preachiness and it has probably 
succeeded in offending some readers: prude or non. 
What must be stressed is that building this school is a 
communal effort; each one of us, and every action 
which each of us makes, is another brick in the wall. In 
order to keep the wall strong cach brick must be in the 
most strategic place. When a brick falls out of place, 
others fall with it, which is to be expected, but the solid 
foundation must remain intact. Our attitudes and objec- 
tives here at Redeemer should reflect Biblical ones: see 
the book of Romans for a good starting point. 

Each facet of this school, big or small, is fundamen- 
tal to the school's construction. However, every part has 
its own job. Students are here to study, staff to serve 
students, and various counsils are in place to make 
decisions. Each part is not limited to one activity, but it 
must take only one role. A brick can be put in any place, 
but it is not a suitable tool to be used for applying 
mortar to weak spots. In order to be most effective in 
this school we must each realise our role, and work 
within that role to the advantage of others, and our- 
selves. The Redeemer theme for the 1995/96 academic 
year “the free, are free, to serve”, a paraphrase of 
Galatians 5:13, summarises the wall metaphor. 

One must not feel that one has to be Superman, the 
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job will get done in time, if each person takes one role 
and does a good job in that role. There must be time 
spent to “be still and know that He is God” (Ps. 46:10), 
no individual can do all the work alone, or without help 
from other people, and most importantly not without 
God's help! We can find comfort in the fact that “The 
authorities that exist have been established by God” 
(Rom. 13:1b). Most of the staff, faculty and students at 
Redeemer College are Christians. Therefore “we are all 
members of one body” (Eph.4:25) working towards a 
common goal. It is important to remember that “The 
spirit is willing, but the body is weak” (Mat.26:41), but 
we must also have faith in our fellow Christians here at 
Redeemer, and in God with whom “all things are 
possible” (Mat.19:26). Although it might not hurt some 
people to listen more and be a bit more sensitive to 
others; for the most part communication at Redeemer is 
good. We must work together, using the power that God 
has invested in us, and his Holy Spirit who lives within 
us, in order to succeed. 

As we leave for the summer, and when we retum 
next year, let us remember God's promises to us and 
consider the strength which they give us. God proves his 
love for us over and over again, every time we fail, we 
are reminded of His only son Jesus who He sent to die 
for our sins: that sacrifice demonstrates the measure of 
faith which He has in us. In no way does this article 
cover every issue, or address every brick's worry of 
falling, but it does make one thing clear: in our roles, 
with God's help, we have little need to complain. Our 
best course of action is to get to work and encourage 
one another, and spend time with God, who is super and 
can solve our problems. 

The Sovereign Lord is my strength; 

He makes my feet like the feet of a deer, 

He enables me to go on to the heights. 

-Habbakkuk 3:19@ 
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by Heather de Haan 
Pashalsta (Please) take a break and 
travel to Russia with me. Unlike 
myself, you don’t have to worry 
about jet lag, cold temperatures, or 
about being lost amidst foreign 
names, places and language. Just 
relax and let me introduce you to 
my Russian family and friends. 
Here in Nizhnii Novgorod, | 
live with a typical Russian family: 
Olga and Gennadi Zhuravina are 
my Russian “parents” and Nadia 
Gennadevra Zhuravina is my 
Russian “sister”. Nadia studies 
veterinary medicine at the Agricul- 
tural Institute, Gennadi uses his 
engineering skills for building 
design, and Olga is an insurance 
agent (she was an engineer, but like 
so many other Russian mathemati- 
cians, physicists, and engineers, 
she couldn’t find work in her field). 
The Zhuravinas live in a small, 
four room flat (two bedrooms, a 
kitchen and a family room). They 
have a television, a radio, fridge, 
stove and hot water (hoorah!!), but 
no washer, dryer, or car. Every 
other day, while taking the dog 
(Chapa) for a walk, Gennadi gets 
water for cooking and drinking 
from a local spring. Because it has 
a high bacterial and chemical 
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Greetings from Russia 
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content, the city water has to be 
boiled before we can drink it. 
Thus, on the floor near the kitchen 
entrance, you'll find five to six 
large jars of fresh water. 

The Zhuravinas love music. 
Nadia is a ballet dancer, Gennadi 
plays the acendish and Olga sings. 
They all love Russian folk songs 
but Nadia likes popular western 
songs while Gennadi prefers 
Tchaikovsky. 

The Zhuravinas and my other 
Russian friends have a difficult 
life. The climate is harsh, the 
economy is poor, unemployment is 
soaring, and the mafia displays 
more “stability” than the govern- 
ment. The upcoming elections are 
discussed with a great deal of 
pessimism; in fact, many call the 
race between Yeltsin and 
Zhuganov a competition between 
two evils. Then there is the 
Chechen war. Last Tuesday a 
funeral service for ten soldiers 
from Nizhnii Novgorod was held 
in Gorky Square. About eighty 
local youth have died in the 
Caucasus. 

And so, we end our brief trip 
to Russia. | hope you have en- 
joyed your introduction to a land 
of struggle and hope.@ 
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‘Paul and His ) 
interpreting the Tradition” 


by Andy Geleynse 

On April (I forget the date) faculty and 
students were given the privilege of 
listening to the fruit of the labour of one 
of Redeemer’s distinguished alumnae. 
Dr. Wolters introduced Dr. Sylvia C. 
Keesmaat. (Class of 1977) as the 
speaker. 

Dr. Keesmaat took the rostrum and 
introduced her work in Biblical Studies 
in which she recently, explored the 
plausibility of hearing the story of the 
Exodus echoed in the book of Galatians. 
She effectively drew connections 
between the Old Testament issue of the 
slavery of Israel to the Egyptians and 


_ the “slavery to the written law of 


Moses” which began to dominate lives. 
How Paul in Galatians reminds the 
people that they have been set free from 
slavery to the law by the coming of the 
promised Messiah. 

In the Old Testament the Law was a 
sign of freedom for the Jews. The 
Exodus and the meeting at Mt Sinai 
opened a new paradigm for them. Yet 
with Christ’s coming the Law became a 
sign of slavery, and they were thrust 
again into a new pattern. Paul insists 
that obedience to the law is equivalent 
to bondage, yet he reminds us that the 


crucified Christ is the fulfilment a 
law and it is His law we are to fe 
and His life we are to share. 

Dr. Keesmaat three 
responses to tradition that could be taken 
when we see that “the times they are 
a’changin’ “. 1) We can either abandon 
the old tradition altogether. 2) We can 
have an “entrenched fidelity to the 
tradition” vowing to remain faithful to 
the end and “never surrender”, however 
an “unchanged tradition is dead”, a 
fossil, a “remnant of what was once 
alive. 3) Or we contextualize the tradi- 
tion, make it relevant to our epoch, being 
innovative and revitalizing it while yet 
remaining true to it. 

Paul called the Galatians, and he 
calls us to the last response. Do not 
abandon the law, rather live in the 
newness of the law of the crucified 
Christ. As Christians we are on an 
eschatological journey together as a 
community. 

For the Jews the Exodus was the 
paradigm of salvation. For us we look to 
Christ as the paradigm of salvation. Lets 
reread Galatians with this in mind and 
hear “Paul’s calling us to a fresh word of 
hope within the biblical story."@ 


LUNATIC KINGS, MEL GIBSON, AND A GUY IN A SKIRT 


by Jane Hogeterp 

Scotland's history is both colourful, 
tumultuous, and proud. Bradley J. 
Cuzen brought this glorious chronology 
into perspective with his student 
colloquium, called “In Defens: Scot- 
land’s Fight for Freedom”, which he 
presented on Tuesday, April 9. After 
receiving a glowing introduction from 
Dr. Payton of the history department, 
who praised Brad for his keen ability to 
seize a challenge and achieve excel- 


lence, Brad began his presentation by 
capturing his audience with his lively 
oration of an old Scottish freedom 
poem. What proceeded was an informa- 
tive and engaging presentation that was 
well worth the trip to the boardroom. 
Brad’s fine kilt also made the trip very 
worthwhile. 

Brad, who is an honours history 
student, discussed Scotland’s early 
history, outlining its foundations and its 
succession of kings, many of whom 

were murdered 
by enemies who 
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wanted to secure 
the throne. He 
then went on to 


describe how 
England im- 
pinged upon 
Scotland's 
independence, 
threatening it for 
hundreds of 
years. Despite 
some Scottish 
victories over the 
English (includ- 
ing the famous 
victory by 
William Wallace, 
or “Braveheart’), 
England eventu- 
ally did rob 
Scotland of much 
of its autonomy 
when the thrones 
of the two 
countries were 
united under one 
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crown. Scotland was robbed completely 
of its independence when the Scottish 
Revolution against the English king was 
put down by England. Scotland was 
then assimilated into the British Empire. 
Brad concluded the presentation by 
giving a brief summary of Scotland's 
more recent history. 

The 45-minute colloquium was well 
researched, well articulated, and well 
presented. It was very evident to the 
listener that Brad had exhaustively 
researched his subject, and that he had 
taken care to point out the most impor- 
tant aspects of Scotland’s chronology in 
his presentation. Brad was also clear, 
and was careful not put the audience 


pressure is what turns a lune of c coal. 


diamond.” 
-Unknown 


"Knowing this, that the trying ¢ 
worketh patience. But let pati 
perfect work, that ye may be pe ai 


wanting nothing." 
James 1:3,4 


into information-overload. He adorned 
the colloquium with several interesting 
anecdotes from Scottish history, with a 
significant film clip from the recent 
movie “Braveheart”, and with his own 
delightful dramatizations. Questions 
that were raised during the colloquium 
received informed and honest answers-- 
Brad really knew his stuff. 

Brad truly set a standard with his 
colloquium. It gave all who were 
present a sense of accomplishment for 
having learned something completely 
new and interesting. If Siskel and Ebert 
did colloquiums, they would give “In 
Defens: Scotland's Fight for Freedom” 
two enthusiastic thumbs up, way up.@ 


al 


Volume 13, Number 12 Page 8 


“ ae x “ee — ter 
eS THOUGHTS, W < EVENTS — 
ae = oa: 


the ARTS 


Peer Gynt: A Different Perspective 


by Paige M. Louter (4 years) 

First of all, Peer Gynt's mom knew he 
was lying when he said he shot that buck, 
and she told him so, but that didn't 
change his ways. It should have 

Peer Gynt should work on his own 
troubles instead of Solveig doing it. | 
think Solveig had to solve his troubles-- 
she didn't want to but she had to because 
Peer was not very smart and she had to 
do it for him. Peer Gynt didn't even try 
and that's why he went away from 
Solveig. If he had stayed with her he 
would not have been in all those places to 
get into troubles. Stranger in the Land 
also had a woman trying to make two 
men stop fighting And in Peer Gynt, a 
woman also tried to make Peer better. 

I liked all the pretty girls, the 
princesses. | thought that the girl with the 
green hair looked most like a troll 
because it looked like she had hors. | 
would have liked more of them to have 
homs. They could just make little green 
hats and make two brown silvery horns 
on them. That would have been best for 
me. 

I think that the part where Peer Gynt 


was on the mountain and the scary thing 
wouldn't let him go--humph, that didn’t 
scare me. Nothing scared me. They 
should have made it scarier 

Stefan (2) says “At Daddy's work 
the trolls pulled off that man's shirt” 

My favourite characters were 
Solveig and the troll princess 

The button moulder was going to 
melt Peer in that hole but lucky for him 
Solveig got him free 

My mom didn’t think I could sit 
through the whole play but I did and it 
wasn't hard for me, not even at all 
Lucky for me, | got to see the whole 
play. 

When we left the play, a man was 
filling the vending machine and he gave 
me and my brother, Stefan, a pack of 
cheesies. Forfree! If we had had to pay 
for them, my mom wouldn't have 
wanted to do it.@ 

[The next day, Paige and Stefan 
watched an animated video about Peer 
Gynt and the trolls and Peer and the 
storm. Asked whether she liked the 
video or the play better, Paige rated them 
“even!” ] 


Banga and Dix in Dual Recital 


by Marja Harsevoort 

David P. Banga and Emily Dix per- 
formed a dual recital in the Redeemer 
College Auditorium on April 3. Once 
again, the remarkable talent of the 
students of our school astounds me. Both 
performers and accompanists applied 
themselves admirably and the result was 
wonderful. 

The evening. opened with David 
Banga, accompanied by the lovely and 
talented Richard Zekveld. Banga’s first 
set was a collection of art songs by 
Schumann. He performed the rather 
difficult pieces very well: his German 
was strong and he had a good grasp of 
the emotional poetry. It was great to note 
how much strength Banga’s voice has 
gained over the last year. Banga’s 
English portion included three songs by 
Samuel Barber. Again, the pieces were 
challenging, but Banga pulled them off 
splendidly. At times, the text was 
difficult to understand, but the overall 
gist of the songs was much lighter than 
the emotional romantic poetry of 
Schumann. | particularly enjoyed “A 
Green Lowland of Piano's” and found 


that Banga was especially good at 
manipulating his voice to suit the fun and 
fantastic text. Congratulations, David! 
Emily Dix’s part of the evening was 
equally impressive. Her sweet soprano 
filled the auditorium, accompanied by 
Carolyn Kingma’s very graceful and 
gentle touch on the piano. Dix’s first set 
was four songs from Gabriel Faure. Dix 


nailed the audience to their seats with her . 


clear-as-a-bell high notes and her out- 
standing technique. Her second set was 
perhaps a bit too similar in mood to the 
first part of the program, and thus came 
across as less interesting. Her pitch 
faltered a bit, and she seemed to be quite 
tired. However, the third part of her 
performance really stole the show. The 
pieces by Ned Rorem that she sang were 
demanding and immensely entertaining. 
Again, | favour the humorous song “I am 
Rose” and I laughed a lot when Dix’s 
actress side emerged as she snubbed her 
nose at the audience. But the real joy for 
me was to see the strength and conviction 
with which Dix sang “At the River.” It 
was a very fitting end to her career as a 
songbird at Redeemer.@ 


Artful Banga and Songbird Dix in concert with Carolyn and Richard in assistance. 
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ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT AT REDEEMER & ABROAD 


The Trolls and Tribulations of Peer Gynt 


by Bradley J. Cuzen 

Peer Gynt. Basically, the play was about a 
young man who goes on a journey to find 
himself and to do something glorious with 
his life. On the way, he encounters trolls 
becomes fabulously rich, nearly becomes 
the leader of a pagan cult, is threatened 
with extinction in God's melting pot, and 
finally returns to the woman he loves. If 
you think it sounds like a lot to pack into 
one evening, you're right. In fact, the role 
of Peer Gynt was played by three actors 
each representing a different age in the 
character's life. Director Tom Carson did 
manage to hone Ibsen's epic down to less 
than two hours, however, creating an 
evening of enjoyable confusion 

What I liked about the Play 

The colours. Drops of brilliant, 
primary coloured fabric made the simple 
set just fantastic. They were based on the 
work of Guido Molinari, on whose exhibi- 
tion I had the opportunity to work this 
summer in Montréal. Great fun! 

The music. Doug Romanow wrote the 
original score for Peer Gynt. It was both 
spectacular and subtle. 

The troll scene. The actors just went 
nuts making Peer’s visit to the palace of the 
Mountain King uproariously fun. Special 
mention to Jen deKok and her great troll 
noises! 

The light design. Some very cool 
lighting work: coloured lights under the 
ziggurat and emanating from the trapdoor/ 
melting pot. For both set and light design 
James deBoer deserves special mention 

The insane asylum. Sara Weber was 
particularly great in the role of the Mad- 
house Director. She made me laugh a 


whole lot. And again the entire cast made 
the scene “a rolling rollicking juggernaut of 
joy! 

What I didn't like about the Play 

| couldn't hear it. | came to the show 
twice because | missed about half of the 
text the first night. | think is was a combi- 
nation of a bad seat and poor projection 
because it was much better the second time 

The costumes (or lack thereof). | 
believe Carson's intention was to contrast 
the striking colourfulness of the set with 
minimalist clothing. Unfortunately, none 
of the costumes were simple enough to be 
minimalist. There was no unity within the 
cast. Some of the actors played effectively 
with the freedom they had, but overall the 
costumes were a disappointing drawback 
Special Mention 

To Clarissa der Nederlanden, who did 
a spectacular job as the Buttonmoulder 
She brought the character to life and really 
seemed to enjoy her part. Clarissa was also 
a very funny troll, and assumed the role 
quite naturally. (Watch for Clar’s one- 
woman show coming next year!) 

To Andréa VanderKooij as the Troll 
Princess and the head Priestess. She 
performed her roles with confidence and 
assurance, and proved again her excellent 
acting ability. (Dré is also doing a one- 
woman show next year—go sec her too!) 

I didn’t expect to enjoy Peer Gynt as 
much as I did. I must commend the 
number of first-year students and first-time 
actors who performed in this mainstage 
production. The ensemble really pulled 
together and, despite its weaknesses, 
created a very good performance. @ 


lravelling Singers: four lime for Choriskers 


by Comelia de Dreu 

Classes are finished, exams will last for a 
week and a few days, and then most of us 
will go home . . . but not all of us. Once 
we're finished here at school, the Concert 
Choir will pack up and head out for another 
tour--this year we will tour parts of Eastern 
and Southem Ontario as well as Michigan. 
This tour is exciting for many reasons. It 
gives us the opportunity to interact with 
audiences who may have heard very little 
or perhaps nothing at all about Redeemer 
College. Secondly, since it is the end of the 
year, Choristers, conductor Dr. Teeuwsen 
and Admissions Counsellor Shawn Stovell 
alike will be free of 
some of the academic 
pressures we felt during 
the reading break tour. 
Also, the weather will 
(hopefully) be warmer, 
so it will be a lot more 
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fun to be outside. Who could ask for a 
better time to go on tour? 

Choir tour is a time when the music 
and unity of the group get a lot more 
attention than usual. Some people may 
wonder whether the choristers wouldn't get 
bored of singing the same music over and 
over again—rehearsing intensively and 
performing one to two concerts each day 
However, the more we sing, the better we 
get to know the music, so we are able to 
surpass previous limits and hurdles. We 
get to know not only our own voices, but 
those of fellow choristers so that we can 
shape each phrase of music with renewed 


energy 

As we head out on tour this year, pray 
for us, that God may use our music for His 
good purposes. Pray that we travel safely 
And if you have the opportunity, you may 
want to attend one of our concerts and join 
with us in praising our Heavenly Father @ 
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Annual Redeemer Royals Athletic Banquet Wraps Ups the Year 


by Frances J. Manias 

This years Athletic Banquet was brought 
to Redeemer by Betty Steenbeek and 
Company, as a Jack Klooster production. 
Hats off to Jack for keeping the athletes 
happy. | think he was peeling onions 
behind the podium. No, seriously, Jack 
The No Jock MC, (I hope you know 
which kind of athletic supporter I'm 
talking about), did a fantastic job. Not 
only did he keep the awards ceremony 
running smoothly, but, he added some of 
his own awards to the event. Presented as 
the Zehrs Market Cookie Club Award, 
there were more then the expected 
number of winners at the Banquet this 
year. 

About sixty athletes were present, as well 
as coaches, staff and faculty. Jack was 
not the only non-jock, as Dr. Elaine 
Botha made a guest appearance to 
present the Scholar/Athlete Awards. 
Rumour has it that she is in training to 
take out Al Brown in next years Sumo 
Wrestling Tournament. 

Congratulations are extended to all 
athletes and coaches for their hard work 
and dedication to Redeemer Athletics this 
year. Thanks are extended also to Betty 
Steenbeek, Allan Brown and John By! for 
their work in the Physical Education and 


Athletic Department. And thanks to the 
fans. Please continue to support Re- 
deemer Athletics. 

Next year is just around the corner. If 
you are contemplating participating in a 
sport next year, now is the time to get 
ready. Train Hard! Just Do it!@ 


Award Winners 1995-96 


Women’s Indoor Soccer, Coach Allan 
Brown 

MIP Jen DeKok 

MVP Michele Schouten 

Women’s Outdoor Soccer, Coach Allan 
Brown 

MIP Leona Vander Weir 

MVP Jolene Vander Weir 

Men's Indoor Soccer, Coach John Hamilton 
MIP Danny Bird 

MVP Jonathon Schat 

Men’s Outdoor Soccer, Coach John 
Hamilton 

MIP Dave Mantell 

MVP Scott de Vries 

Women’s Basketball, Coach Frank Ciotti 
MIP Marcee Groen 

MVP Michele Schouten 

Men’s Basketball, Coach Laurie Cahill 
MIP Dale Paas 

MVP Dave Ellsworth 

Women’s Volleyball, Coach Harry Blyleven 
MIP Rachel Dewitt 

MVP Jessica VanGurp 


Men’s Basketball Needs to 
Move Back to the O.C.A.A. 


by Bryan Zietsma 

Our men’s basketball team enjoyed a 
successful season in the Bible College 
League this year winning the regular 
season with a nine-to-three record, but 
finishing with a disappointing bronze at 
the championships. What became 
apparent to myself and others on the 
team this year was that we need to 
rejoin the OCAA. The competition in 
the Bible League has improved over 
past years and several teams are close to 
the calibre of the teams we played in 
OCAA division II last year, yet it is 
very poorly organized. No standings or 
season Statistics were given out during 
the course of the season. We did not 
find out what place we were in until the 
Wednesday before the championships 
During the season, we played several 
games without a score clock. Time was 
kept with a stop watch. In another 
game the gym did not have a three-point 
line. The finals were held at OBC in the 
volleyball court sized gym (nothing 
against volleyball Airic), which also had 
little room for spectators. For these 


reasons and more, Redeemer needs to 
get out of the Bible league and move 
back into the OCAA just like our other 
varsity teams. Being in the OCAA will 
give more credibility to the team and is 
more attractive to prospective students, 
With the prospect of realignment in the 
OCAA division I, (there no longer is a 
division II) I think the team could be 
competitive with the teams they would 
play. Coach Cahill has done an excel- 
lent job in developing the team over his 
first two years. The next step that 
needs to be taken is to move back to the 
OCAA. 

Something that needs to be done 
with all the sports is to make them more 
exciting and advertise them better. An 
announcer and sound system at all the 
games would be great. The public 
should also be given notice of 
upcoming games. Why not advertise 
them on the sign at the road? Witha 
few improvements our home games 
could become more exciting events for 
both the crowd and the players.@ 


Varsity Men’s Volleyball 


by Cliffe Hodgkinson 

Varsity men's volleyball. “What is it all 
about?” you ask. What is a day in the 
life of a volicyball player at Redeemer 
like? 

Gameday: get to the athletic area 
and transfer personal articles (like shoes, 
if you can remember them) to those 
glamourous red bags. Try to calm Coach 
down while waiting for the late guy(s) to 
show up. When they come, ask the late 
guy(s) if they have their shoes, Wait 
some more. Load all the stuff into the 
big van and try to avoid getting squeezed 
into the small seat by the window. At 
this point, Coach does devotions, which 


is probably the only quiet, serious time 
on the trip 

Phase one of the journey begins: the 
battle for maximum food and drink. 
During this phase, the player sitting 
nearest the cooler may experience some 
symptoms of fatigue, At some point, 
Coach will announce that the players 
should stop eating, so as to avoid being 
bloated on the court, ending phase one. 

Phase two is the entertainment 
phase. Trivia, sing-alongs and the 
occasional volleyball-related comment 
ensue. When the destination is reached, 
the still-glamourous, but now crumb- 
covered red bags are unloaded. Once the 


Men’s Volleyball, Coach John By! 


Women's Club Volleyball, Coach Jim Krale 
MIP Mary Ellen Wood 
MVP Trish 
Kaldeway 
Zehrs Market 
Cookie Clab 
Award Winners 
presented by 
Jack Klooster 
Best Move on A 
Squash Court 
Jim Krale 
Athletic Team 
of The Year 
Award 
Women's Club 
Volleyball 
Frickin’ Series 
Intramural Team 
Foul out Player 
of the Year 
Award 

Mike “Mad 
Dog” Zwiep 
Most Soccer 
Goals by a 
Men’s Soccer 
Team Member 


Dave “Wrong Way” Mantel 
Soccer MVP (Most Violent Player) 
Al “Red Card” Vander Weir 
Injury of the Year Award 


Photo by Jim Krale 


Christina Hogeterp and Michael Grootenboer received the Scholar Athlete award 


Sports on Campus--Intramurals 


by Cliffe Hodgkinson 

This year's intramurals were a tremen- 
dous success with many participants, 
intense matches, and a lot of fun. The 
intramural year started out immediately 
upon registration with sign-ups for the 
ever-popular baseball tournament. There 
were several bowling nights drawing 
huge, raucous crowds to the Ancaster 
bowl to strut their stuff. The volleyball 
tournament was nothing short of a 
spikefest. On one rainy, windy Saturday, 
several teams gathered to play some flag 
football. The finals took place several 
weeks later in swirling snow flurries at a 
venue no less prestigious than [vor 
Wynne Stadium, home of the Hamilton 
Tiger Cats, There was a floor hockey 
tournament, with some of the most 
dramatic semi-finals and finals ever 
witnessed. It was sudden death overtime, 
where teams were reduced to only two 
combatants each on the “ice” to sweat it 
out. Only after several of these gruelling 
periods was a winner crowned. Indoor 
Soccer led to thrills, chills, and trips to 
the hospital for nearly all involved. The 


basketball tournament was a showcase 
for the school’s budding hoops magi- 
cians, and every game was well-fought 
and exciting. Some of the less-attended 
events included the golf, badminton, ping 
pong and Okie Ball tournaments. But 
despite the decrease in quantity of 
participants, the quality of play was as 
high as ever. 

Aaron Harnden was this year’s 
Intramural Director and did a stellar job 
of promoting and running the events. 
Under his direction the Ivor Wynne game 
was pulled off, and his influence led to a 
ping-pong final played at halftime of a 
varsity basketball game. Next year’s 
Director will be Cliffe Hodgkinson who 
(ironically) authors this article. He plans 
to maintain the high standard Aaron set 
regarding organization and all-around 
good times. He does have a new idea or 
two floating around in his head, but he'll 
have to work hard just to match Aaron’s 
work. Thanks a lot, Aaron for a great 
year, and thanks to everyone who came 
out and played, watched or reffed. See 
you next year!@ 


locker room is discovered, the players 
assume their uniforms in preparation for 
battle. 

On the court, to the beat of mind- 
rotting music, a lively game of dodgeball 
breaks out. There is a bit of stretching, 
and the hitting lineup commences. 

Serving practice follows. Quite 
often, after these two events, the net must 
be readjusted and tightened. There is 
then a game of sorts, and the players 
return to the locker room, sweaty and 
emotional (the specific emotion depend- 
ing on the outcome of the said game). 
Showers are taken, street clothes donned, 


and the ever-present red bags are refilled. 
The van is loaded, and the long, quiet trip 
home transpires. Some freshmen in the 
back chatter, and some veterans in the 
front polish off the last of the chocolate 
bars. Coach stures glassily out the 
window. Back at the school, those red 
bags are unloaded, and the van cleaned 
out. Another day in the life of a men's 
varsity volleyball player. @ 

See eeeeeeeeeeeeree 
(Thanks go out to Coach for putting up 
with the above agenda, which was 
repeated this season more times than he 
would have liked.) 
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The Leftist 


hy rev cr sCuthill 


So this is it. The end, this is the end, my 
friend. | sit and write my last column, and 
lam at a loss for words. In many ways | 
am looking for some grand conclusion--a 
flowing requiem which epitomizes 
everything | wanted or tried to say--an 
epilougue to nothing and a synopsis to 
ramblings. This column represents more 
than the end of the leftist . . . these are my 
last words to Redeemer, Surely | must 
endeavor to make them meaningful. A 
culmination of everything | believe in 
seventy-six words or less. 

There are, of course, no such things 
as quick or trite answers, and the search to 
understand this thing called Christianity is 
a life-long one. Sometimes the Christian 
community, myself included, resembles 
the pilgrims jogging behind Forest Gump, 
waiting for their prophet to order their 
lives with auspicious words of wisdom. 
Worse than prophets, however, are 
comfortable ideologies which serve us up 
our Christian worldview on a silver 
platter. Q: How can you justify being an 
artist in a world where people are starv- 
ing? A: Creativity is a gift from God, and 
artistic human expression which glorifies 
the Créator is a good and vital way of 
serving Him, and requires no justification. 
It's catechism class for trained monkeys-- 
an indoctrination in the gospel of rote by 
jumping through hoops of platitudinous 
banality. 

While one must contend that there is 
a certain value in appealing to a dogmatic 
tradition, such prosaic rejoinders do very 
little to address the problems in a world 
where the church has in many ways failed. 
I believe we are at the dawn of a great 
reformation, a reformation which 
Kierkegaard believed would make the 
Lutheran reformation look like a sick joke. 
As the locus of the world church shifts 
quickly away from the west, we must be 
prepared to make a leap of faith, if you 
will, away from our comfort zones, and 
really come together as a church--to ask 


It seems an unwritten convention that the 
pinnacle of any organized society is the 
attainment of freedom. One need look no 
further than the tenants of democracy, the 
much ballyhooed yet seldom realized 
ideal, to realize freedom is “the choice of 
a new generation.” 

There is nothing wrong with freedom, 
freedom is a good thing. I could delve 
into many issues concerning freedom: 
Where we err is part of the concept of 
freedom without responsibility. The 
ramifications of today’s “charter of rights” 
youths--who are quick to point out their 
fundamental rights as individuals but who 
are unwilling to make even the smallest 
concession to “king and country” for the 
upkeep of those same rights and freedoms. 
The freedom we enjoy today has been paid 
for by our dearest blood--the lives of our 
parents, our parents’ parents, and their 
fathers and mothers. These are points that 
need discussion, these are facets that 
require thought. However, the direction I 
am taking on this issue is a Biblical one. 

The Bible relates two ideas of 
freedom which are as widely divergent as 
the kingdom of heaven is from the 
kingdom of earth. The first concept of 
freedom is shown by God giving us the 
ability to make our own decisions. God 
allows us to be “pro-choice,” as it were. 
He doesn’t force us to worship Him, nor 
does He push us away from Him. He 
makes a level playing field for us to do as 
we please. Actually, such a field isn't so 


the hard questions without a canned 
response ensuing. The reformed commu- 
nity, despite their intellectual disposition, 
is often as guilty as the fundamentalists 
here 

I believe there is a value in being a 
Christian auditor, that is, one who lifts the 
seamless clay jar to the light to reveal the 
cracks. We as a church need to first 
acknowledge our faults before we can 
begin the slow process of reconciliation, 
and to do this we must come together as a 
flawed human manifestation of the 
perfection which only God can see, and 
share our strengths and weaknesses as an 
ecumenical whole, The only thing I know 
for certain is that communication is the 
key. We must be willing to accept each 
other's differences, and this includes 
ceasing foolish debate on secondary issues 
which do not infringe on the foundational 
truths of the Christian faith or our role as 
bearers of Truth within this world. Time 
is far too precious to waste it quibbling on 
whether women should be allowed in 
church office, or other such mindless 
nonsense, 

I could go on, but I must try to 
conclude--with full knowledge that there 
can really be no conclusion. This strange 
and illogical thing we call Christianity is a 
daily journey full of discoveries, suffering 
and the burden of trying to discern His 
will for our lives and the world. There are 
no grand solutions or messianic ideolo- 
gies. It's all about the little things: the 
relationships we foster, the positive 
influences we make on our communities, 
and basic human interactions of day to day 
life--this is what I believe the mustard 
seed metaphor is all about. I sincerely 
hope that we are truly ready to ask these 
hard questions, knowing full well that the 
answers will make us leave our compla- 
cent dwellings. The beginning of passion 
is a willingness to expose our sacred 
cows, and the renewal of our world must 
begin in the heart. 

But I digress . . . it is time for the 
good reverend to retire. Rexus Shmexus 
Wexus--may the demon of mediocrity 
never crash-land in your swimming pool. 
And we bow .. .@ 


level when closely scrutinized--it is much 
easier to sin, for the “road is wide and 
paved with gold.” The problem with 
God's granted freedom is that sin is not 
only an option, it is more readily attain- 
able. 

The American gun-toting, fetus 
mulching, grandpa killing, race hating, 
city rioting idea of freedom is propagated 
by those who will have us believe that 
placing limits on freedom is an atrocity 
that must be avoided at all costs, Freedom 
of the press, first amendment rights, 
laissez faire economics, “life, liberty and 
the pursuit of happiness” and other 
examples all show to what degree freedom 
must be maintained. You may think that 
these ideas of liberty are the ultimate 
aspiration, that these facets of freedom are 
what we must achieve. You couldn't be 
further from the truth. What has this 
image of freedom earned us? What is our 
reward for our quest of liberty? The 
prizes are numerous: dead-bolts on doors, 
alarm systems in homes, “the club” on 
steering wheels, mace in purses, knives 
and guns in school lockers, and other 
related security measures implemented 
due to a subliminal sense of fear. These 
are what our idea of freedom gives us. 
These are our own doing. Our insatiable 
appetite for freedom has resulted in the 
exact opposite: We are far from being 
free in this generation. We hide behind 
reinforced doors and barred windows, 
afraid to converse with our neighbour, lest 
he or she tries to steal, maim, kill or 
destroy personal property or life. Our 
cities are under seige from riff-raff who 
will wail about their own rights if some- 
one dares infringe on them. 


"the Redneck" 


with Sid Ypma 


Recently there was a story in the news of 
the police following up on call by a 
woman who had her purse stolen. This 
woman, Donna Mercier, claimed to be 
dying of cancer and also told the police 
that she would be orphaning a child when 
she passed away. All of us asked the 
question, “Why do things get worse for 
people in bad situations?” Our heart 
strings were pulled and through the efforts 
of the media and police force, a fund was 
started to help Donna out. The public 
responded with great sympathy and over 
$100,000 dollars was raised 

We--the public, media, and the police 
force--were deceived. We discovered that 
this woman was not dying of cancer and 
the whole story was a big hoax. All of us 
were left with our mouths hanging open in 
shock; how had we been fooled? Ina 
world that trusts so little and is sceptical 
of everything, how is it that we were not 
suspicious of this story? It raises a 
number of questions and issues for us all. 

First of all there is the question of the 
police and their responsibility. The police 
should have been more suspicious and 
looked into it closer so that such a catas- 
trophe would not have happened, right? 
Maybe, but I think there is something 
commendable about a police force that is 
going out on the limb to make a differ- 
ence. It is possible that they didn’t make 
all the right decisions in the process, but 
can we fault them for trying to make a 
difference in someone's life? I like the 
idea that police are not just cold, heartless 
people whose only job is to enforce the 
law. 

The second question is that of the 
media and their responsibilities. The 
media should always be sure of its sources 
and attempt to get all the facts in reporting 
astory. Yes, jt’s true that the police 
weren't giving out the name and all the 
facts, but normally the media shouldn't 


The View from the 


Middee... 
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To end the column for the year, | would 
like to discuss a constitutional option 
which offers the potential of resolving our 
current impasse but also typifies a prag- 
matic approach to Canadian politics. It is 
called asymetrical federalism. 

The basic idea is that each region in 
Canada would be allowed to possess a 
unique set of powers and thus occupy a 
different place in Confederation. For 
example, in Quebec, the province might 
control culture while the federal govern- 
ment regulated the petroleum industry. In 
Alberta, culture would be federal and 
petroleum a provincial concern. 

All provinces would be equal in that, 


run the story then. However, how often 
does the media get a chance to do some 
good? In a world of heartache, they 
reported a human interest story that helped 
to rally people everywhere. | can appreci- 
ate the fact that the media was trying to do 
the best they could 

The third issue that needs to be raised 
concerns the charity of people every- 
where, We are given the story of one 
person and her plight and many open their 
pockets in eagerness to help. Wanting to 
give to charity is a great thing, but why do 
we have such a hard time getting money 
for so many legitimate charities? The 
cause of Donna Mercier was very open- 
ended, yet many gave. Why don't we 
make more of an effort for charities that 
deal with thousands of people like Donna? 
The story confirms my belief that there are 
people out there who can help with our 
poor. It confirms my belief that efforts to 
help the poor should and can come from 
the people and should not be expected 
from the government 

It’s sad to think that the story of 
Donna Mercier will make us all sceptical 
once again. If a legitimate story of need 
arises, many people will be reluctant to 
give because they will remember this 
story. | hope that people can to see past 
what has happened and know that even 
though they were duped, their contribu- 
tions will still make a difference some- 
how. I hail the efforts of those who tried 
to make a difference and | have faith that 
there will always be people in this world 
who will have a heart for others. 

Steere eee eee ee eee eee 

With that, I, the Redneck, sign off. 
I’ve enjoyed writing this column and 
presenting some of my views to the 
college. I would like to thank anybody 
who read my column and got something 
from them. | would also like to thank 
those people who showed support or 
opposition for my column and the issues | 
raised, at least | know that | made some 
people think. Have a great summer and 
pay attention to the news--it affects you! 


with the exception of certain key federal 
powers, they would be able to contro! as 
many powers as they chose. But the 
provinces would not be constitutionally 
identical. 

For too long the idealists have 
pursued in vain a vision of Canada as a 
number of regions possessing identical 
powers. This pusuit ignores reality and 
will fail. 

Canada prides itself on unity in 
diverisity. Every citizen is equally free 
before the law but we all express that 
freedom differently. We all have different 
roles to play in creating the rich culture 
and vibrant prosperity that Canada has 
come to represent to the world. All we 
need to do is apply the skills we have 
learned as a result of seeking to live in our 
culturally diverse neighbourhoods to the 
process of living in a regionally diverse 
country.@ 


How can this be? How can the gift of 
freedom from God be so vile? How can 
the tenants of freedom we esteem so high 
lead to “anti-freedom?” The other idea of 
freedom in scripture quails our concerns. 

A proper definition of freedom is seen 
by looking at it this way: Freedom isn't 
something /o, it is something from. We 
don't have freedom fo do anything; 
rather, we have Freedom from something. 
When we walk with God, He grants us 
Freedom from bondage, Freedom from 
captivity, Freedom from sin, Freedom 
from death. Mind you, every one of us 
has to make the choice to accept God's 
Freedom or to deny it. It is nota free 
choice--one possibility leads to eternal 
life, the other to death. It is not an easy 
choice as the aforementioned “road of 
gold that leads to sin” points out. The 


righteous road is less-travelled, it is hard 
to find and is steep and treacherous. It is 
not an earthly choice. Our world is so 
turned from God that the same country 
that stamps on its monetary units, “In God 
we Trust”, doesn’t. 

As sons and daughters of God, 
however, we stand as examples of what 
true freedom is. We have Freedom from 
the shackles of sin to do God's work. We 
are granted Freedom from death to bring 
about and live in God’s great kingdom. 
The Free are Free to Serve.@ 

SSCS SSS CSCS He ee 
Assistant Editor's Note: Thanks Diana for 
much toleration, It's been a wonderful 
year working with you, and believe me, 
I'm going to wish you were here next 
year. Be that as it may, all the best in your 
future endeavours. 
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MISCELLANEOUS 


COLLEGE HUMOUR AND EXTRAS 


"Quotations" 


“For $1,800 I'd do anything.” 
Neil Houtman 


"You bug me and I'll fart on you every 
chance | get...” 
Karen Benjamins 


" | hate it when men wear those jock 
things that show their frontal parts to 
the world.” 

Natasha Edwards Hatfield 


“| got a good remembery” 
indrea TeBrake 
I don't lick ears that’s wrong!" 


: R 
Karen Benjamins 


| did it with a married man, that was 
mv problem.” 


y 
{ndrea it Brake 


“I like boobs, boobs are us.” 
Marsha Koops 


The smallest set of handcuffs ever 
made.’ 


his wedding 


band 
Mel's great fun to share a double bed 
with 
Karen Benjamins 
Sex was invented during Woodstock!” 


Josh De Waele 


Barbara Gelkema 


| : _ Se | 
O LOONIE O) 
Pure Bred Dalmations 

$250 


6 wks old. All shots included 
Contact Leona at 304-3496 


Aukema - Zekveld 
Mr. & Mrs. Jacob 


of Mount Elgin are pica ed to 


ind Ada Zekveld 
announce the engagement of their 
son Kichard (Dick) Herman 
Zekveld to Brian (How 
Aukema, son of Henry and Alice 
Wedding will 
take place Saturday July 13th, 1996 


i) Henry 
Aukema of Strathroy 


at the Alberton Independent Ke 
formed Church 


“All | want for Christmas is a flippin’ 
university degree!" 


Karen Benjamins 


“Never share a double bed with 
Marsha, she shoves her knee up your 
butt." 

Karen Benjamins 


"Can I flirt with Airic VanHuizen?” 
Josh DeWaele 


"| light up my life!” 


Johanna Fernhout 


"If you think Othello is a sensitive 
book, you should read some scripture.” 
Prof, Cook ENG 104 


“Mondays are the pot holes in the road 
of life.” 


Tom Wilson 


“Absence makes the heart go wander.” 
Heidi Higgins 


"My bubbles have become ghosts." 
Heidi Higgins 


"Sex is a drug. Not so much an over- 
the-counter drug, though. More of an 
on-the-counter drug.” 

Shawn de Raaf (Student Body President) 


"Are you feeling her eggs?” 


Eva Josse to Adam Jensen 


Napoleon lost the battle that day 
because his hemorrhoids acted up that 
day . .. or something.” 

Dr. Koyzis POL 122 


"I am the master of butt stablization."” 
Dr. Chiang BIO 367 


If you could be intimate with 
a cartoon character, who 
would it be? Why? 


[he French Mar 


Maintenant que j'ai soumis ma derniére 
rédaction et assisté 4 ma derniére classe, 
je réalize que la fin de ce semestre a 
Redeemer n'est qu’é quelques pas 
d’arriver. C'est avec excitation de 
finalement terminer ce semestre et avec 
regret de devoir quitter ce collége pour 
l'été que j’écris cet article sur mon avenir 
4 Redeemer College. 

At this point in history, | am passing 
through my adolescent years. | have 
changed physically since my early 
beginings in Québec City, but I still need 
to undergo much growth before I become 
an “adult”. My muscles are reaching 
their capacity and a beard is on the 
horizon. Having recently signed the 
agreement with the Facial Hair/Growth 
Salon, I am glad that money is already 


" being put aside for my facial hair growth. 


En termes académique, j'ai da 
m’ajuster 4 plusieurs changements. C’est 
trés excitant de pouvoir faire partie d'un 
programme Co-op en Business. La 
petitesse des classes ainsi que le niveau 


by Susanne Zanting & Janette Kaldeway 


"Minnie Mouse.” 
Scott DeVries 


"Little Mermaid.” 


Glen Sikma 


"I'd draw a cartoon of Christie and be 
intimate with her.” 


Jonathan Weverink 


"The beast, because | like them big and 
hairy.” 


Marcee Groen 


"Pepe le peau.” 
Heidi Higgins 


"Belle from ‘Beauty and the Beast'’.” 
Daniel Dopko 


"The girl off ‘Roger Rabit'.” 


Jeremy Harrison 


"Daisy Duck.” 
Pete Scholtens 


"Well Taz, he reminds me of Don." 
Elly Van Driel 


"Daphne from ‘Scooby Doo'." 
David Koudys 


"Wilma Flintstone.” 
J.D. Alkema 


"Hefty Smurf." 
Barb Eelkema 


“Ty as 


Sarah Weverink 


"Bugs Bunny.” 


Eva Joosse 


"Tweety," 
Heidi Pennings 


“Hobbes (maybe Calvin when he gets 
older).” 
Janette Kaldeway 


Vermeer a Photog taphy 


WEDDINGS — FAMILY PORTRAITS 
ANNIVERSARIES — GRADUATIONS 


John Vermeer - Photographer 


23 Verona Place, Hamilton, Ontario L9C 188 
Phone 383-0119 


élevé d’ interaction entre professeurs et 
étudiants m'ont apporté une dimension 
tout a fait différente d'un enseignement 
universitaire. 

This semester | had to deal with a 
number of concerns that students raised 
about the fact that the signs in school 
were not written in both of Canada’s 
official languages, that is french and 
english. Many of the students were not 
satisfied with the administration's 
promises to take their concerns into 
consideration for the future. Being the 
only student to come from a separitist 
Québec, I agree with the students’ 
apprehension. The college has no 
concrete process--other than speaking 
with Philippe deBlois--by which it 
remains accountable to the concerns that 
are raised. 

C’ est donc avec regret que je quitte 
toutes ces hollandaises pour |’ été mais 
c'est avec un espoir renouvellé que je 
reviendrai 4 Redeemer College pour faire 
face 4 une nouvelle année.@ 


The Last One... 


by David G. Koudys 
I can see by the clock on the wall 


That it's time to bid you one and all 


Goodbye 
Adieu 


Take Care 
Aribe Derchie 
Hasta La Vista 
Adios 
Au Revoir 
SO LONG 


Favewell 
Sater Dis 


Until we meet again 


The CROWN Staff can now go on a 
much needed vacation. 
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